Dependency, self-criticism, and perceptions of socialization experiences.
This study explored the relationship of dependency and self-criticism to perceptions of socialization experiences using 132 bipolar, nonbipolar depressed, and nonpsychiatric control female subjects. After controlling for level of depression and diagnosis, dependency was related to a distant relationship with fathers during development and was marginally related to perceptions of increased parental attention and overindulgence. Self-criticism was related to perceptions of difficulties in the quality of affective bonds with fathers and peers during childhood and was related marginally to perceptions of increased paternal power and control during development. No unique socialization experiences were associated with high dependency and self-criticism jointly, but women with both dispositional tendencies were likely to be severely depressed.